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Press Material

Illegal migration in Slovenia (statistical data)
In 2007, 2,479 cases of illegal crossing of the state border were recorded in Slovenia, which represents a 38.4% decrease compared to 2006, when the number was 4,026. Most cases (77.1% or 1,913) of illegal crossing were detected at the border with Croatia. A similar downward trend in the number of illegal migrants has also continued in 2008. In 2007, 999 counterfeit and altered documents were detected in the Slovenian territory while the number in 2006 was 1,161.

The structure of illegal migrants remained unchanged in both years. Most cases involved nationals of Serbia – 875 (1,487), Albania - 424 (898), Macedonia - 200 (289), Bosnia and Herzegovina - 200 (229), Turkey - 168 (256), Croatia - 119 (194) and Georgia - 47 (23).

The majority of cases of illegal crossing (77% of all cases of illegal crossing in Slovenia) occurred at the border with Croatia, i.e. 1,913 (3,129), which represents a 39% decrease compared to the same period in 2006. As regards nationality, most cases occurring at this border involved nationals of Serbia - 733 (1.193), Albania - 374 (761), Bosnia and Herzegovina - 163 (203), Macedonia - 162 (259), Turkey - 134 (227) and Croatia - 101 (169). At the border with Italy the police dealt with 277 (545) cases of illegal crossing. Most cases involved nationals of Serbia, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the border with Hungary there were 123 (110) cases of illegal crossing while at the border with Austria the number was 46 (67). 

2007 was the year when the police for the first time recorded a stable number of cases of illegal crossing throughout the year. The number was between 154 and 272 cases of illegal crossing (unlike in 2006, when the number of cases of illegal crossing went from 222 in March to 630 in September). In 2007, most cases of illegal crossing were dealt with in October (272), September (263) and March (253). The lowest number of cases of illegal crossing occurred in December (154), November (159) and January (163).

The routes of illegal migration slightly changed in 2007. The Balkan Route is still used, leading from countries of origin (Serbia-Kosovo, Macedonia, Albania, Turkey) across Kosovo to Montenegro and to Bosnia and Herzegovina and then across Croatia to Slovenia.

The manner of illegally crossing the state border in 2007 remained the same as in the previous year. Illegal migrants crossed the state border mostly on foot, outside border crossing points, in an organised manner and assisted by guides. They crossed the state border individually or in groups consisting of three to 16 persons. Normally, guides brought them by passenger cars or mini vans to the state border, where they waited for the right moment to cross the state border, which they crossed assisted by guides or following the instructions they obtained by facilitators. At the other side of the border, they were again met by drivers/guides, who drove them inside the country and to the border with Austria or Italy, while in some cases they even continued the journey on foot. In the fourth trimester of 2007 the police recorded 18 larger groups consisting of between 5 and 16 persons. 

The favourable situation has continued in 2008. In the first two months of 2008, 211 (334) cases of illegal crossing of the state border have been recorded in Slovenia, representing a 39% decrease compared to the same period in 2007. Most cases involved nationals of Serbia - 88 (151), Bosnia and Herzegovina – 22 (28), Croatia – 17 (21), Turkey – 16 (35), Albania – 12 (33), Macedonia – 5 (22) and Moldova – 4 (2).

In 2007, police officers performing border checks at border crossing points refused 11,770 persons for not meeting entry conditions, representing a 53% decrease compared to the year before, when 25,103 persons were refused. 

In 2007, as in the previous years, not meeting entry conditions and non-possession of valid documents to cross the state border were the most frequent causes for refusal. Most refused aliens were nationals of Croatia – 4,241 (5,537), Serbia – 1,721 (812), Bosnia and Herzegovina -1,426 (1,803) and Macedonia - 801 (1,014). 

In the first two months of 2008, 1,325 third-country nationals have been refused at the border crossing points. Most cases occurred at the land border – 1,306. The majority of cases involved nationals of Croatia (891), Bosnia and Herzegovina (162) and Serbia (99).

In the seven months from 1 September 2007, when Slovenian police officers started using the Schengen Information System, to late March 2008, 9.56 million checks on persons, documents and vehicles were carried out in the Republic of Slovenia by using SISone4all at the external borders. There were 4,661 hits on wanted or missing persons or objects. Out of that number, 76 persons were apprehended, 3,187 persons were refused entry into the country, 31 missing persons and 9 missing minors were traced, while 196 counterfeit or altered documents were seized and 369 missing vehicles were traced. 
